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Your decision to enter into the “honorable estate of marriage”
is the highest and best

decision two people can make together.

A little Blessing I often use near the close of Wedding Ceremonies,
is as follows:
“May grace attend you, Love surround you,
and harmony be yours. Now and forever.”

It's my hope that the Questions and Answers,
provided on these pages will be of service to you.

Rev. Dodson
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Q. Do we have to get a California Marriage License?
A. Yes. To be married in California you must have a
California marriage license.

Q. Where can we get our Marriage License?

A. You may obtain your License in any county
through out California. Check with the County
Clerk’s office in the county of your choice. You
can use it in the county you get it or any other
California county.

Q. If we're from out of state is there a problem?
A. No. There’s no requirement on residency in
California.

Q. Do we have to have [.D.?
A. Yes. The County Clerk, will need Photo 1.D.s for

both of you. Such as; Driver’s license or passports.

Q. What do we do if one or both of us have been
married before?

A. Bring a copy of final divorce decrees, if you have
been divorced within the past 6 months.

Q. What will I need to know if I've been previously
married?

A. You will need to know the date the last
marriage ended.

Q. How long does it take to get a license?
A. Usually while you wait, but allow 1 hour.

Q. Can we pick up a license during lunch?
A. Call the County Clerk to check — they may be
closed during the noon hour. (Most are open 8-3,

M-F)

Q. Isita good idea to get a “confidential license”

A. Most likely not. They can only be used in the
county issued, if lost you both must go in person
to get a copy and you must have been living
together.

Q. Must we go in person to the County ClerK’s office?
A. Yes. You will need to sign the license and show
photo I.D.s.

Q. How long ahead of time can we get our license?
A. All marriage licenses are valid for only 90 days from

the date of issue.

Q. Will we need to take a blood test?
A. No. Blood tests are no longer required.

Q. How much does a Marriage License cost?

A. Costs vary by county. You should call the County
Clerk. Average fee runs $60-$70 cash or travelers
checks. (Call the recorder’s office and ask).

Q. What information will we need to have with us?
A. You will, need to know your parent’s names,
mother’s maiden name and places of birth.

Q. Who can perform our ceremony?

A. Ordained ministers, priests, rabbis, ships captains
(over 3 miles out), judges, commissioners, and County
Clerks, all are sometimes called officiants.

Q. After we get the license, what do we do with it?

A. Give it to the person performing your ceremony
before the wedding — usually at the rehearsal or
first thing on arrival at the wedding location. The
officiant will need it before the wedding can begin.

Q. Do we need a Marriage License for a renewal of wedding

VOWS?

A. No. Renewals are done for emotional and spiritual reasons

and are outside of government regulations.

Q. What is the proper title for the most popular marriage
license?

A. Ttis often called a “Public” marriage license. It is designed

for general use and is most likely what you will need.
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Q. When should we first call a minister to
perform our ceremony?

Q. Will the clergy person object to doing our wedding?

A. After you have selected your site and have A. The best way to find out is to be open and

booked your date and time. (A.S.A.P)

honest and if you are still not sure — ask!

Q. Will we have to meet the minister in person Q. Is it appropriate to ask the minister not to give a

before the wedding? message or preach at your wedding?
A. This would be ideal. But many can work A. Yes. You should know ahead of time what
with you through the phone and mail. will be said.

Q. Can we ask for recommendations? Q. How long will the ceremony be?

A. Yes. It’s a good idea to ask where a clergy A. This depends on what you want in your ceremony.
person has performed weddings. There are many options to choose from. Allow

15 to 45 minutes, with 20-30 minutes average.

Q. What does “non-denominational” mean?

A. Multi-denominational might be better put,
as we work with couples from various
backgrounds.

Q. Should a minister be “ordained”?

A. Yes. All clergy must be “ordained” to legally
perform weddings.

Q. Will the clergy custom tailor our vows?
A. Yes, most will want to make your vows
special.

Q. Can we write our own vows?
A. Most ministers will be as flexible as possible,
but you will need to discuss this.

Q. Will the minister require us to have any
counseling?

A. You will have to ask each minister as some
do, some don’t.

Q. Will the minister go to our wedding site?

A. Most will, but a few won’t. Ask if there is
any problem with travel and do they charge
extra for this!

Q. Do we need a rehearsal?

A. That depends on the number of people in
your bridal party, their experience, and their
degree of nervousness. Also will you have the
needed time?

Q. Can we have our ceremony on the “lighter”
side, religious wise?

A. Yes. Many ministers have “lighter” ceremo-
nies or will work to meet your needs.

Q. What will the clergy wear?
A. This varies widely — ask.

Q. Should we get a boutonniere (or corsage) for
the minister?
A. Most times not, but it’s your option.

Q. Is there anything extra we can do for a
summer ceremony?

A. Ifyou think it may be especially hot, you
may want to provide a shade awning. Also
an ice water table for guest as they arrive for
the ceremony. Check with your site.

Q. Is there any special “Wine Country” thing
we can do?

A. Yes. There are “Wine Sharing” options you
could choose. Ask clergy.

Q. Can we have special readings?

A. Yes. There are scriptural, liturary, etc. readings to
choose from. Many times guests are honored to be

asked to “read” at a wedding.



Q. Can we release doves?
A. You will need to check with your site. I've also
seen butterflies and bubbles released.

Q. Should the minister be invited to the recep-
tion?

A. Tt is tradition to do so, but the minister may
have made other prior commitments. If you
must have clergy present, arrange early.

Q. Can “candle lighting” be done at the reception?
A. Yes, if site approves and arrangements have
been made with clergy.

Q. Is it proper to invite clergy to rehearsal
dinner?

A. While it is proper, ministers may not have
time in their schedules.

Q. Can pictures be taken during the ceremony?

A. Most non-denominational clergy welcome
pictures. It’s also very thoughtful to share a
few photos with the minister, after they are

developed.

Q. What are “sub-ceremonies”?
A. Any additions to the main ceremony, such
as; candle lighting, wine sharing, flower

giving, etc.

Q. What are “non-tangible” services?

A. Touching hearts, feelings, emotions and memories.

Q. What if we would like a Priest, Rabbi, etc. to
perform our ceremony but, (if whatever reason)
they can not?

A. You could ask a friendly Priest, Rabbi, etc. to be
present at your ceremony — say a few kind words,
turning the ceremony over to a non-denomina-
tional minister. Afterwords, perhaps a few words
of congratulations at the reception.

Q. If the weather changes for our outdoor wedding
what should we do?

A. Wedding tents can be set up or indoor settings are
available, as a plan B. Check with your wedding

site.

Q. Should we put wedding pictures in the

A.

newspaper after the wedding?

Yes. Your wedding party, family and you, can
keep a copy for years in their scrap books. It
will be appreciated by all, minister too.

Q. Do some people consider the ceremony a

A.

“gift”?

That is one way of looking at a ceremony.
The couple is giving it to each other, but
also they are giving it to all those people that
have come to show their love and support
for the couple. Therefore the ceremony
should have elements that will be meaning-

ful to everyone.

Q. Do ministers charge for meetings?
A. T've not heard of any that do.

Q. What are examples of Traditional Wedding Music?
A. Processional - Pachelbel’s Canon in D, Lohengrin’s

Wedding March. Recessional - Mendelssohn’s Wedding

March. Check with your music provider.

Q. Is there a special “Table Blessing” to use at the recep-

A.

tion?
Such blessings are used if it fits into your family
tradition. A good one is:

“Dear Lord, we thank you for this delicious food we
are about to receive. Bless these wedding guests, here
to how their love and support for ____and____.
Enrich our lives by these happy associations. Pour
Love into our hearts, and may we lead lives of trust,
honor and faith. Bless us all and all the families

represented here.”

Q. Is it proper give the minister a gratuity?

A.

It’s optional, but deeply appreciated. Usually an
envelope handed to the minister after the ceremony.

Q. How old is the traditional wedding ceremony?

A. The “Book of Common Prayer” was written in
England, 1549. The ceremony most of us are
familiar with comes to us (there have been many
revisions) from this text. Many elements go back
much eariler in time.



Q. Where will the wedding party stand?
A. Traditional Wedding Party Formation.

Processsional

Recessional

Bride and Groom holding hands
facing each other.
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BRIDES SIDE

GROOMS SIDE

MIXED SEATING

MIXED SEATING

Abbreviations

B=Bride

G=Groom

BM=Best Man
MH=Maid of Honor
BF=Brides Father
BMo=Brides Mother

GM=Grooms Men
BMa=Brides Maids
FG=Flower Girl
RB=Ring Bearer
M=Minister
GMo=Grooms Mother

GF=Grooms Father

Q. What are the most meaningful and beautiful words
written on the meaning of Love?

A. There are a host of persons, through many centur-
ies, that have treasured the following words.

Loveis patient and kind,;

loveis not jealous or boastful;

it is not arrogant or rude.

Love does not insist on its own way;

it isnot irritable or resentful;
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are seated before
Processional start.

Q. Are there many variations on these formations?
A. Yes. You can usually make any changes you wish,
but check with the minister or officiant.

St. Paul gives us nine ingredients of Love:

Patience Kindness

Generosity Humility

Sincerity Unselfishness

Good Temper Guiltlessness
Courtesy

it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.

Love bears all things, believes all things,

hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never ends.



(3. Do people in the wedding party faing?
A Rarely. I've never personally seen this happen.

(3, Whart can we do to prevent problems during the
ceremony:

A. Hire cxperienced, calm professionals to assist you;
minister, photographer, music, fowers, etc.

(3, Whart should the Wedding party keep in mind?

A. All those involved should; relax, breath regularly,
shift weight, never lock their knees, and make sure
they had a reasonable amount of rest the night
before.

). Wedding ceremonies are serious events. Should we
smile?

A. Yes, Weddings are serious, but also the most joyful
of events. A smile reflects the happiness you share.
Your picrures will look grear too.

(), Can our wedding be made perfect?

A. Yes and no. Everyone will strive for perfection. But
know thar weddings are real life human evenis.
Whatever little things thar may happen will serve
to make your wedding unique, special and “per-
feer” unto itself,

(. Should we pay service providers the day of the
wedding?

A. Not persanally. If a few details must be taken care
of an your wedding day — assign these tasks to
others; bestiman, maid of honor, wedding coordi-
naror, etc. It is best to pay everything possible, as
early as possible, before your special day.

For any additional Weddmng Ceremony
information, not covered here — Call

Rev. Dodson, (797) 546-1623

Reo. F Dodson

inon-denaominational )





